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Profiles usually focus on an aspect of a person, such as their
career, accomplishments, or passion project.

@ He did something perfectly

@ He was countercultural
without being iconoclastic

@ |'ve used his pieces as
encores in most of my concerts

@ He really knows how piano
sonority works
> £y . : @ There are so few notes that
1@1‘1 coM ompou may not be fi IL\/DI(-ﬂ Nero, | finish practising early and
go for a nice walk!

It to pianist Stephen Hough, this gentle
panish cormposer is perfec tion 1 personified

(g

ederica Mompou is not my favourite Son of G
composer. Indecd, such a choice would Mom
be an eccentricity for s

1 chose to cook breakfast for His disciples.
s not a head-in-the-clouds spirituality,
but rather divinely carth-bound. Listen to his
Canciones y danzas where
spittle and s
d thus a d »nie: too. He is spiritual, without
heing seliconscious or selfrighteous. Within the

and the songs of children, T1as seduced i
life was unremarkable. He was born in Barcelona
isin 1921 and retw 1o
Barcelona in 1911 where he died in 1987 - . . . - -
Cltcaa il S0t 1o (o i i His spirituality is
only litde pieces. ‘Small is beautful® was a late-20th- ahile
century discovery and Mompou was someone _wln-. dl‘ymely *aIlh“bOLllld
in a complex, bewildering epoch, had something
stmple 1o say and found the perfect way 1o say it
This most unheroic man
mumber of reasons. To begin w ]
wdin® (from Senes denfants) was on the very
first record [ owned and 1 was captivated as a child
by its haunting melody and lilting accompaniment.
| I learned it as soon as 1 could and ha i
an encore more than anything else in my repertoire. — like bells, whether ringing out with power or
It has become a close friend - a good companion in whispering in the wind. He klu'\» v 10 use rubato
the closing moments of countless concerts. However  with confidence and allowing phrases to

| tired, far from home, or bad the piano, this ; architectural
magical litde picee always manages 1o cast its spell. on the streets where he lived. His expansive
Mompou and his music embody many of the style was Tanguorous without being lazy.

aking records can be very stressful, as ideals and
prac fight for space. But when T made my

joy. 1 have just published Mompou CD it was the easicst experience I've had;
but I know of no other musical example th not because of the picees’ simplicity, but because

encapsulates the spiritual world more genuinely playing I
ch may reveal o us i diezy once you sturt, something outside of you tikes
is bigger than ; o Stephen Hough is the RLPO's gruest artist-in-residence
us more of that ¢ r rily during March. Turn to page 85 for details of twa special
ordinary scene after the Resurrection when the Evening Concerts featuring Stephen, on 7 and 8 Maych

(‘ Stephen Hough's new book, The Bible As Prayer, is available, priced at £9.99, from Continuum, ISBN 0-8264-8305-4

FEDERICO MOMPOU THE ESSENTIAL COLLECTION

virtues that I would be happy to | M

the end of my life:

| Mompou: Mompou: Mompou: Suite Compostelano;
4 Piano Music Piano Music Volume 4 Canciones y danzas, etal
Stephen Hough (piano) Foderico Mompou (plano) Peter Fleteher (guitar) i
Hyperion CDAS6963 t | Ensayo 9727 Centaur Records CRC2588 <
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“In any business,
clients can be

unpredictable,

and when you’re

working with

animals every BRIERECAST 1 ekt iy o o amesréincte st imnes
single day, it’s a

given. But for must love dogs.

Melissa Bruce of
Clever Paws, this
is what keeps it
interesting. A love
of all things dogs
means her work is
not just a way to
pay the bills, it’s a
passion.”
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TE'S ‘STRESSFUL' PREGNANCY ,/;

|
Ellen

DeGeneres explains

why she's coming out
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The beloved former
Good Morning America
host on her inspiring,
emotional journey




Choose an interesting and timely
*

*Person
*Business, organization, or group
*Place (e.g. community or historical landmark)

*Event (e.g. annual concert, large fundraiser)



Step 2

Do background research: learn what you can
ahead of time to prepare appropriate
interview questions.

A good profile interviews the subject AND

others, such as close friends and colleagues,
fellow event organizers, etc. Decide who you
will conduct supplementary interviews with.



Develop interview questions that lead the
interviewee to describe the subject’s:

Past, present, and future
Accomplishments
Goals and dreams

Beliefs and ideas



Prepare for the interviews by:

Introducing yourself and the article’s focus give

the interviewee time to mentally prepare)

Setting up a time/place to meet

Arranging equipment (questions, writing utensils, recording

device, camera)

Preparing your thSical presentation (e.g. dress, breath...)

Arriving 5-10 minutes early; wait patiently



Conduct the preliminary interview:

ASk the easy queStiOnS (“describe your job”, etc.)

Don’t be too set on your questions—
follow the flow of conversation

Take notes (e.g. the setting, interviewee’s
appearance and body language)



Step 5, continued

At the end, check over your question
list. Did you forget anything important?

Ask to take the interviewee’s photo
(take at least two!)

Thank the interviewee; explain you
may contact them later for follow-up
info



Conduct your supplementary
interview(s).

If conflicting information comes up, be
sure to find out for sure what the truth

it.



Outline your article:

Cut out boring information
Organize facts and quotes
Look for gaps in information (fill as needed)

Notice interesting tidbits for use as headline,
sidebar, etc.



If needed, prepare and conduct follow-up
interviews, with the interviewee or other
people.



Finish writing your first draft, including choosing the
photo(s) to accompany it:

Open with something interesting the interviewee
said or did—paint a picture!

Split the story into sections, with only one main
idea per paragraph; consider the most effective
order of information

Include at least one quotation per paragraph

End with a strong sense of who the person is, done
best by using a strong quotation



Check your story:

Edit and copy edit your work.

Fact check! Don’t believe everything you're
told.

As a courtesy, you can show the article to the
interviewee. Be clear as to whether you are
open to their suggestions for changes.



